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We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, 
book or movie reviews, poetry, artwork or photographs are all welcomed. Forward ‘your 
submissions by: 


¢ Mail: womonspace, Box 128, Main.RO., Edmonton, AB, MSs 3U4 
~ ¢ Phone: (780) 482-1794 or (780) 455-9344 

¢ E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 

* Fax: (780) 455-9344 

¢ Website: www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


March - Leshian Entertainment. Submission deadline: February 15 
April - Ativism. Submission deadline: March 15 
May - Travél. Submission deadline: April 15 ; 
June - Pride / Coming Out. Submission deadline: May 15 . ‘ 


Editor: Suzanne Dawson 
Designers: Gloriane Design 
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“Excuse me,” I say as she is at the sink and again in mirror contact, “you’ve got 
beautiful hair.” Her thick blond eyebrows take an acrobatic leap then settle; she 
runs her hand through her hair as if confirming my words. 

“Thank you,” she says. 

Speaking still to her image I continue, “Would you be interested in...” she turns to 
face me, “quick sex... with me... here.” 

- Carolynn Gammon in Cafe, 2 p.m. 
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... from the Board 


by Suzanne Dawson 


© In December, Womonspace donated eligible for our Womonspace “We 


$225 to WIN House Women’s Shelter, 
$50 to GLCCE for their Christmas 
dinner, and $225 to Living Positive / 
HIV Edmonton for the AIDS hospice. 
In January, Womonspace also donated 
$100 to the Youth Emergency Shelter. 
Congratulations to Helen, who brought 
her daughter home safely to Edmonton 
in mid-January. However, Helen’s legal 
battle continues. To make a donation to 
Helen’s legal defence fund, contact 
Secrets or mail your donation (clearly 
indicating that it is for Helen’s legal 
fund) c/o Womonspace at Box 128, 
Main P O., Edmonton, AB, TSJ 3J4. 
Thanks to Linda, a Womonspace 
member who generously donated her 
$150 energy rebate cheque to Helen’s 
child custody defence fund. 
Womonspace is planning some exciting 
events for February! On Saturday, 
February 17, 2001, before the 
Womonspace dance, we’re hosting a 
Sweetheart’s Potluck dinner at 
Westmount Hall (10970 - 127 St.). 
Bring a supper dish to share, and taste 
the culinary talents of our lesbian 
community! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
and supper starts at 7 p.m. Buns and 
condiments will be provided. Please 
bring serving utensils. The bar will be 
open with great drink specials starting 


at 6:30 p.m. and our DJ starts at 8 p.m. 


just for those attending the potluck! If 
you come to the potluck with a supper 
dish, you’ll get into the Womonspace 
dance at a reduced cost. 

The Womonspace Sweetheart’s Dance 
follows the potluck at 9 p.m. The 
dance is for women only and the 
venue is non-smoking. If you’ve 
purchased a Womonspace membership 
between November 1, 2000 and 
February 17, 2001 (you can buy a 
membership at the dance!), you’re 


Recruit” Membership Drive prize of a 
cordless drill to be drawn at the dance. 
Remember, our DJ plays your musical 
requests - dedicate a song to your 
sweetheart! We'd like to hear from you 
about the kind of music you’d like us 
to play at the dances: new country, 
dance, 80s, techno, polka? Unless you 
tell us, we won’t know! Send your 
suggestions to 
womonspace@hotmail.com or leave a 
message at 482-1794. 

Celebrate winter at our Womonspace 
Winter Extravaganza on Sunday, 
February 25, 2001 from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at Fort Edmonton Park. There 
will be a sleigh ride at 1:45, with ice 
skating on the pond, a bonfire, weiner 
roast, lots of games and loads of fun! 
Hot dogs, marshmallows and hot 
chocolate will be provided. If you’d 
like to attend, leave a message at 
482-1794. 


Next Month 


Lesbian 
Entertainment 


Who is your favourite lesbian entertainer 
and why? Send us your review of your most 
favourite (or least favourite) lesbian movie, 
book, television show or musician. Maybe 
you'll discover a great new entertainer in 
the process. Send your photographs, 
cartoons, artwork, poetry, fiction and 
articles up to 500 words on lesbian 
entertainment by February 15, by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by fax to 455- 
9344, by mail to Box 128, Main P.O., 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, or leave a 
message at 455-9344. 
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Love, it can hit you like a ton of bricks. 
At least that’s what happened to me. I 
used to get teased at the office about 
dating the same guy for five years 
without any plans for marriage. My best 
friend would say, one of these days 
someone is going to come along and 
sweep you off your feet. Little did I 
know how true that statement would 
be. 

It happened at age thirty-four on a 
winter vacation to Cuba in 1987. I got 
swept off my feet all right, the only 
problem was it was by another woman. 
What was I to do about my straight 
comfortable life back in Toronto? To 
complicate matters even more, I lived in 
Toronto and she lived in Edmonton. For 
Louise, it all started in the boarding area 


JULIE C. LLoyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 
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Not Quite a Harlequin Romance (But Close) 


___ty Carol Cate 


at the Toronto airport. She was 
travelling alone and her ‘gaydar’ was in 
high gear, so she spotted me right away. 
For me, it took a little longer. 

Two days into the vacation, I had 
an accident on a moped, after which my 
friend and I went to the poolside bar to 
forget our troubles. Before long, 
another group of people asked us to join 
them for a drink. This was my first 
introduction to Louise. Our group of six 
women and two men from three 
provinces became fast friends that hung 
together. Later in the week, our group 
planned a day of activities. We rented 
two cars and drove to the Bay of Pigs. 
Louise and I ended up in the back seat 
of one of the vehicles. My recollection 
of the excursion is that Louise kept 
sliding into me when we went around 
curves and winding roads. I must admit, 
I didn’t do anything to reject this 
behaviour and on occasion I may have 
slid into her. (Do you get the impression 
that we both have our own versions of 
this story?) 

After our day of driving, we all 
went to a Flamingo show and then for 
drinks in my room. Eventually, there 
was only me, Louise, and my friend left 
having a final nightcap. My friend asked 
Louise if she had a boyfriend. She 
replied, “I’m not into men.” Louise 
claims that I perked right up after that! 
Before long, my friend fell asleep in her 
chair mid-sentence with her scotch still 
in her hand, leaving me and Louise to 
our own devices. We decided to go for a 


(cont. on p. 15) 


Seashell Housekeeping Units 
June 15 - October 15 

(902) 224-1563 

Down East NS Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 


Letters 


Terri (President of Womonspace), 

Hi. Thank you. I actually got the 
cheque yesterday. It will really help me 
out right now. I leave Saturday [January 
13] for Nova Scotia. I will be returning 
Tuesday afternoon with Alyssa. I will 
still be dealing with the judge, but at 
least Alyssa will be with me. Please pass 
on my thanks to the Womonspace 
member who was so kind, especially at 
Christmas. 

Helen 

[Editor’s note: Thanks so much to Linda, who 
kindly donated her $150 energy rebate cheque 
to Helen's legal defence fund.] 


Dear Womonspace, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors 
and Staff of Edmonton Women’s Shelter, 
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you for your generous donation. 
Edmonton Women’s Shelter is a non- 
profit agency which operates the two 
WIN House Shelters for abused women 
and their children in Edmonton. This 
generous donation will go to helping 
women and children in need. 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer Adrain 
Board President v 


As a registered Society, Womonspace is 
required to have its books audited 
regularly. We are looking for a chartered 
accountant on the cheap. If you are, or 
know such a person, call 482-1794. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


Edmonton Vocal Minority has been 
itching to throw a big welcome party for a 
new conductor for two years and now the 
time has come. After a careful search 
process, we have come up with a gem, and 
we want you to meet her. 

Paula Roberts has accepted the 
position of Artistic Director and Principal 
Conductor and on Saturday, February 17, 
EVM is going to show her off! We’re 
proud of her and we’ll show you why. 
How can a straight woman conduct 
Edmonton’s Queer chorus, you ask? 
Come and find out. She does it with 
grace, sensitivity, and sparkling humour. If 
that wasn’t enough, we have two guest 
performing groups joining the fun. 
Canadiana is rapidly gaining recognition 
as a ‘girl’ group to listen to and watch for. 
Specialising in a cappella, their repertoire 
covers the silly to the sublime and their 
performances are polished and full of 
witty humour. Not too bad on the eyes 
either. Our other guest for the evening is 
the twelve-member women’s ensemble 
known as Choir. They sing about the 
power of womanhood and how it 
embraces everyone regardless of gender. 
Music for the soul, amidst all of the mid- 
winter frolicking EVM has in store for its 
audience. A great combination to start off 
the New Year. 

Come and support the musical voice 
of our community and treat yourself to an 
evening of unique entertainment. Saturday, 
February 17, 2001 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Provincial Museum of Alberta Theatre, 
12845 - 102 Avenue. Tickets are $15 in 
advance, $18 at the door, $10 for low- 
income or $30 for a family. Tickets are 
available at Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte 
Ave.; The Front Page, 10356 Jasper Ave., 
Clea’s Bookshop, 11217 Jasper Ave.; 
Express Video, 202, 11745 Jasper Ave; 
and Leaves Floral Gallery and Bookshop. 
Call (780) 479-2038 for more 
information. v 
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“Tt can happen on a hike. You round a 
woody corner and suddenly you’re in 
the clear, on the brink of a pale 
limestone bluff, your stomach clenched, 
breath held, as you stare down into the 
lush damp valley you never suspected 
was there. It can happen when you 
aren’t paying attention. You can miss the 
whole thing. You can be blinded by 
blizzards, forget the password, pass by 
the cliff or plunge to disaster over its 
edge. It can happen anytime, 
anywhere.” 

This is the breathtaking beginning 
to an incredible book. No Previous 
Experience is destined to become a 
lesbian classic. It is a true story of 
unfolding and discovery and love, a 
story that many of us may find echoes 
of in our own lives. Elspeth Cameron 
tells of meeting Janice, an intelligent, 
married, woman professor, during a 
conference in Edinburgh. Delighted at 
finally meeting a woman who is her 
peer in every way, the friendship is 
continued when both women return to 
Canada. Throughout the growth of this 
relationship, Elspeth’s marriage is 
struggling. Her husband, also a 
professor, is a complete bastard. He 
denigrates Elspeth and her professional 
accomplishments at every turn, is 
physically and emotionally abusive, 
dresses her like an over-aged Barbie, and 
wants wild sex on demand. Despite all 
this, Elspeth is determined to make this 
marriage work. This is her third 
marriage, and she can’t face failure once 
more. 

Finally, slowly, subtly, things begin 
to change. The friendship with Janice 
grows from intensely emotional to 
physical aware. Neither woman knows 
how to deal with this, and it takes 
months of chaste kisses and light 
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No Previous Experience: 
a memoir of love and change by Elspeth Cameron 


___ Peview by Denise Taylor 
touches to gather the courage to 
consummate their relationship. This is 
the first step toward the turning point 
for Elspeth. She gradually takes control 
over her life, refusing to dress or behave 
as her husband demands. As his 
outrageous behaviour escalates, so does 
her determination. She leaves him 
several times, then finally for good. 
Elspeth handles her re-evaluation of her 
sexual identity, her coming out, and her 
exploration of her new life with grace 
and dignity. Her life comes full circle 
when Janice decides to divorce her 
husband in order to be with Elspeth. 

It is very easy to become 
emotionally involved while reading this 
book. The reader becomes frustrated 
with Elspeth and her struggles with her 
husband, and mentally urges her to 
leave the jerk. Her slow exploration of 
the delights of touch, of sex with 
another woman, is like watching the 
gradual uncurling of a flower, and 
awakens our own memories. For any 
woman who has left one life for 
another, this is a story of affirmation. 
For women who have always known 
they are lesbian, this can bring a 
measure of understanding of what it is 
like to have one foot in one life and one 
foot in another. v 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Cafe Mosalcs at 10844 Whyte Ave. 
Precinct $9 at 5552 Calgary Tr. S. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 
Urhan Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 


Saturday, February 17 


se 


Womonspace 
Sweetheart’s Potluck 


6:30 p.m. 


Bring a special supper dish to share with your friends, old 
and new! Buns and condiments will be provided. Please 
bring serving utensils. 


Doors open at 6:30 p.m., supper at 7 p.m. 
The bar will be open with great drink specials starting at 


6:30 p.m. DJ starts at 8 p.m. 


If you come to the potluck with a supper dish, you'll get 
into the Womonspace dance that follows at a reduced cost. 


Womonspace 
Sweetheart’s Dance 


9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 


Women only and non-smoking. 
Cost: $5/members with card, $8/non-members. 
For those who brought a dish to the potluck, cost is: 
$3/members with card, $5/non-members. 


The Womonspace membership “We Recruit” draw for the cordless 


drill will take place at the dance. Remember, our DJ plays your 
musical requests - dedicate a song to your sweetheart! 


To volunteer, call 482-1794. 


Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 
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The Sum of Us is one of my favourite 
movies. It makes me laugh, it makes me 
cry, it makes me feel good to watch, and 
it’s got a couple of great Crowded 
House songs. For those of you who’ve 
seen it, see it again! For those who 
haven’t, whether because there are no 
lesbians in sight or you just somehow 
never heard of it, go get it! 

This show is, first and foremost, 
about family; what is family, how does 
it affect us, its ups and downs, and the 
love and the pain that can exist within 
it. The Sum of Us is the story of a father 
and son who are friends and buddies. 
The love and affection they share are 
the underpinnings of their lives. It is 
also the story of two men living a 
bachelor life in Australia and their lives 
together in their search for happiness. 
Finally, this is a story of the men’s 
search for love and romance, and the 
pitfalls therein. 

The father, Harry, is open and 
affable, with a zest for life. He thinks 
that love is “the greatest adventure of 
all,” and is searching for companionship 
and romance to fill his life via an 
introduction agency. He worries about 
Jeff, and encourages his son to take 
risks and find someone to love. Jeff is 
“what you might call ‘cheerful’” (gay), 
and Harry is enthusiastic about helping 
him find Mr. Right. Jeff is also a fun- 


womonspace February 2001 


The Cel/v/oia’ Close 


So borane Oe 


loving and open guy, but a little more 
serious than his dad. He good-naturedly 
tolerates his dad’s interference in his 
love life, though he is understandably 
frustrated when Harry interrupts as he 
and his date are making out! Jeff is 
deeply lonely and, although he is 
perhaps more reserved than his dad, he 
hopes to find the love he is looking for 
in Greg. 

The close friendship and amicable 
argumentativeness that exists between 
the two of them is striking compared to 
Greg’s family. Greg describes his father 
as a stranger, “someone I live with, but 
don’t know very well or like very 
much.” In sharp contrast, Jeff and Harry 
care deeply about each other, even in 


(cont. on p. 16) 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
432-7633 


www.orlandobooks.com 


Whaes Happening? 


AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling 
Focus Group in the Faculty of Education at 
the U. of A. Thursdays (except Feb 22), 5- 
6 p.m. 4-110C Educ. N., U of A. Contact 
Dr. André Grace,andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or Kris Wells, wellsk@icrossroads.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Badminton League Fridays, 7-9 p.m. and 
Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Call Cindy at 459-0549 
or Bruce at 453-1244 after 1 p.m., 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 

Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076. 

Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. the 
Friday before the breakfast to ensure your 
reservation. 

Classis Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 475- 
1502. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at 
Orlando Books. Call Bill at 422-6207. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join 
as a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038, 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Equal = Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234, 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Volleyball Leagues include 
recreational, skills development and 
womyn-only. Call Jenn at 424-5100, 
grnwolf@hotmail.com, or Pam at 
459-9370, p_mcewin@hotmail.com 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM. 

GLOCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
for drop-in, peer counselling and library. 
Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 and 
7-10 p.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 
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- Would you like your organization or event listed here? 
l womonspace@bhotmail.com, leave a message or fax your information to 4 


Groups and Continuing Events 


women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234, glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 

Making Waves Swim Club Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 
and Sundays, 7 p.m., Confederation Pool, 
11204 - 43 Ave. Call Warren at 497-8511, 
makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 

Northern Chaps Leather/fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight people. First and third 
Saturdays of the month, 10 p.m. at 
Buddy’s, northernchaps@telusplanet.net 

Northern Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Wednesdays 6:45 p.m. and Saturdays 4:45 
p.m. at Strikes, 8750 - 50 St. Call Garry at 
426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 

OUTreach For |/g/b/t students, staff and faculty 
at the U of A. Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Athabasca 
Hall, U of A campus, 
outreach @gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of |/g/b/t. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Pride 2001 Volunteer for Pride Week 2001 
(June 16-23, 2001), 
edmonton_pride@hotmail.com 

Professional Lesbian Club Camaraderie and 
friendship for single professional lesbians. 
Call Marion at 449-4524. 

Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Joseph’s Convent, 10120 - 135 Ave. (SW 
door). Cost $5. Call Mary at 477-2808. 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 88.5 
FM. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & US Support/education group 
for |/g/b/t parents, co-parents and partners. 
First and third Wednesdays of the month. 
Call Liz at 415-5434 for new location 
info. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
group for I/g/b/t age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Events for February 2001 


Saturday, January 27 - 2 pum 

Book Launcic Resisting Adonis - The launch of 
Edmonton writer Timothy Anderson’s new 
novel, Resisting Adonis. Anderson is a singer, 
composer, dramatist and the author of a 
collection of poems, Neurotic Erotica. Followed 
by refreshments. Free admission. Bloomsbury 
Room, Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Call 432-7633. 


Thursilay, February 1 - 7:30 pum. 

Women's Karaoke Night - Karaoke machine 
provided. Bring your best impression. GLCCE, 
103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234. 


Thursday, Fetruary 1 - 9 jum. 

WNPosing Desire - Canadian collection of short 
movies, including “Wonderland,“ an adaptation 
of Lewis Carroll’s timeless tale, where Alice 
ventures into the world of same sex dating. 
This ain’t your grandmother’s wonderland! 
Cost: $5/members, $7/guests. Metro Cinema, 
9828 - 101A Ave. Call 425-9212. 


Friday, February 2 - 7:30 pm. 

Naluropaihic Medicine - Jackie Yurko, Doctor of 
Naturopathic Medicine, speaks on what 
naturopathic medicine is and how it can be an 
empowering form of healthcare for women. 
Followed by a question period. Free admission. 
Bloomsbury Room, Orlando Books, 10123 
Whyte Ave. Call 432-7633. 


Saturday, February 3 - 7 pm. 

Poetry for Peace - The International Society for 
Peace and Human Rights presents an evening 
of poetry dedicated to peace and human rights 
issues. Tickets $2/advance or at the door, space 
permitting. Bloomsbury Room, Orlando Books, 
10123 Whyte Ave. Call 432-7633. 


Monsiay, February 5 - 7:30 pum. 

Womonspace Board Meeting - All members 
welcome. GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
482-1794. 


Thurstay, February 8 - 7:30 pum. 

Addiction information Night - Join GLCCE Women’s 
Drop-in to learn about Alcoholics Anonymous 
and other support for individuals and families 
dealing with addictions. GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 
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CGlencGgr of Events 


124 St. Call 488-3234. 

Saturday, February 10 = 8 pL 

Fimonton Vocal Minority Concert - Join the EVM 
choir for the official debut of the new Artistic 
Director/Conductor, Paula Roberts, with special 
guests, Canadiana and Choir. Provincial 
Museum of Alberta Theatre, 12845 - 102 Ave. 
Call 479-2038. Cost: $15/advance, $18/door, 
$10/low-income, $30/family available at 
Orlando Books, The Front Page, Clea’s Books, 
Express Video. 


Thursiiay, February 15 - 7:30 pum. 

Women's Social Night - Drop-in for a Valentine’s 
dessert/cookie potluck social. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234. 


Saturday, February 17 - 6:30 pm. 
Womonspace Sweetheart's Potluck 
See ad on page 8 for details. 


Saturday, February 17 - 9 pm. i 1 am 
Womonspace Sweetheart's Dance - Women only and 
non-smoking. See ad on page 8for details. 


Friday, February 16 - 7-30 pum. 

Celtic Harp Concert - Join celtic harper Gordon 
Ritchie for an intimate evening of song and 
story, celebrating the release of his solo CD 
Circles of Stones. Tickets: $10 available at 
Orlando Books or at the door, space 
permitting. Bloomsbury Room, Orlando Books, 
10123 Whyte Ave. Call 432-7633. 


Friday, February 23 - 7:30 p.m. 

Book Launch for Home Truths 

Celebrate the release of Home Truths: Lesbian 
Mothers Come Out to Their Daughters, edited 
by Gloria Kropf Nafziger. Home Truths 
comprises stories by Canadian women from 
various backgrounds about the impact of 
coming out on their relationships with their 
daughters. Readings by Debbie Culbertson, 
Jacqueline Dumas and others, followed by 
refreshments. Free admission. Bloomsbury 
Room, Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Call 432-7633. 


Sunday, February 25 - 1 to 4 pm. 
Womonspace Winter Extravaganza - Come celebrate 


the season at Fort Edmonton Park. See ad on 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. Call 
Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends, 
call Heather at 987-4974, 
jonrach@msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Call for 
meeting place. Sundays at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 429-2321, 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A. non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m., Garneau 
United Place, 11148 - 84 Ave. Call 
474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 
461-5571, luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church 
Welcomes all sexual orientations. 
Sundays at 

10 a.m. at Ermineskin Community 
League, 10709 - 32A Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, or Read at 437-9732. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 110 Ave. Call 
454-8073, uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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The “Elle” in GLOCE 


Dating and relationships are huge issues 
for so many of us, especially when 
coupled with issues of coming out. 
Some of us don’t know other gay people 
and so we lack examples of what kinds 
of relationships exist. Some become 
partnered with someone who is at a 
very different level of comfort with her 
sexuality. We have issues about how 
visible we are comfortable being, 
whether we show affection in public, 
what resources are available to us, how 
to introduce our kids to our lesbian 
partners, just to name a few. 

For years, one of the staple 
programs at the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton has 
been the Women’s Coming Out Group 
for women who are questioning their 
sexual orientation or who are beginning 
to identify as lesbian or bisexual. The 
group offers a safe environment for 
people to question, and to receive some 
basic information about sexual 
orientation issues. Some of the topics 
discussed include coming out, 
relationships, sexuality, legal issues and 
community resources. For information 
about the Women’s Coming Out Group, 
please call GLCCE. This group will 
begin on Wednesday, February 21 and 
run for eight consecutive weeks. 

GLCCE is also accepting volunteers 
for a peer counselling training course to 
start in February. This course runs one 
night per week for twelve weeks and 
gives participants an excellent intro- 
duction to peer counselling skills. For 
information, call Kristy at GLCCE, 
488-3234. v 


House to share in the Clareview area, close to 
bus and LRAT. $450/month, includes utilities, 


cable and laundry. Phone Sharie at 475-1502. 
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Cookin’ with Amy 


Grilled Scallops with Garlic Aoli with the garlic aoli in the middle and 
(serves 4) enjoy! 
Ingredients : Wine pairing: 


Sauvignon Blanc from either Chile, 
United States, or Australia would be 
fabulous. A Pinot Noir from any of 
those countries would also be great, but 
a white is the way to go, ladies. v 


16-20 large diver scallops (big enough 
so they don’t fall through the grill) 

2 egg yolks 

4-6 cloves of garlic, or to taste 

2/3 cup olive oil (extra virgin is 


preferable) 
3-5 drops of hot sauce, or to taste 
Juice of 1/2 a lemon, or to taste JOIN THE CLUB 
Salt and pepper, to taste Are you a single, professional lesbian lost 
in suburbia? Are you having trouble 

Rinse the scallops and season with meeting like-minded women? Join the 
salt and pepper. Separate the eggs and club! Call Marion at 449-4524 to join 
put them aside. Put the two egg yolks, other single, professional lesbians for 
lemon juice, hot sauce, salt, pepper and camaraderie and friendship. 


peeled garlic into a food processor or 
blender. Pulse 2-3 times for 5 seconds. 
Slowly start to add the olive oil to the 
blended yolks through the hole in the ict 

lid. Do this gradually, as the aoli will Wholistic Therapy 
quickly start to emulsify and thicken. ee ae 

Stop a few times as you go to taste for er 
seasoning. Add more garlic or lemon 
juice if you think it needs it. If the sauce 
is too runny, add more olive oil. Do it Certified Wholistic Practitioner 
gradually! If you go too quickly, the 
sauce will break up (just like Ellen and 
Anne, and Melissa and Julie... hmph). 
It’s best if you can make the aoli an 
hour ahead — the flavour will intensify 
and add zip to the dish. 

Light the BBQ (come on, every 
dyke has a BBQ) and put it on high. Oil 
the grill so the scallops don’t stick (or 
your grill will be eating as many scallops 
as you do). Grill each side of the 


Candace Myhr, 


scallops for 2-3 minutes (don’t over 20% discount for 

cook them or the meat will become Womonspace members! 
tougher than a stone butch on her bike). 

When you cut into the scallops, they 11448 - 124 St., Edmonton 
should be slightly opaque in the middle, (780) 451-6725 


but cooked. Put the scallops on a plate 
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Erato’s Forgotten Twin 


Their bodies raked by desire 
Eat through prejudices 
Drink down bigotry 
Ensnares lust, flares a fire 
Burns free consuming all 


Their spirits soar with gods 

Form new lives, unencumbered 
By formulated social morals 
Gaining freedom, receiving riches 
Breaking open long-told lies 
Creating stars; enlightening minds 


They recognize no judge 

For society they will not budge 
They have discovered 

They have answered 


The, Muse of ..., pleasures 7) 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Phone: 455-9344 
E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
Fax: 455-9344 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 


Classified ads (3 lines) 
are free for members. 


Web Design 


and 
Graphics 


Neela 
(780) 421-7953 
www.designed-by-artemis.com 
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(cont. from p. 5) 


walk on the beach (by now it was 
approaching the wee hours of the 
morning). As we walked along that 
beautiful, white sandy beach and 
watched the sunrise, I fell madly in love 
with this wonderful woman who filled 
my heart with such joy. We only had 
one more day and night together before 
I flew back to Toronto and she stayed in 
Cuba for another week. She had done 
her job by recruiting another closet 
dyke into the community. I, on the 
other hand, felt exhilarated and yet so 
scared of my feelings because I knew my 
supposed straight world was about to 
change forever. 

What followed was an emotional 
coming out journey (I'll save that part 
for another article) and the start of a 
long distance relationship between 
Toronto and Edmonton, until Louise 
moved to Toronto the following year. 
We lived in Toronto for seven years and 
then in 1995, we moved to Edmonton. 
By the time this is printed, we will be 
celebrating our fourteenth anniversary 
in Las Vegas. 


Yes, we recrvitl : 


Womonspace’s annual membership drive 
has begun, and the big prize is every dyke’s 
dream: a cordless drill! Renew your 
Womonspace membership anytime 
between November 1, 2000 and February 


16, 2001 and you'll be eligible for the draw 
(and be the object of every lesbian’s envy). If 
you've already purchased your yearly 
membership, you can still qualify for the draw 
by adding an extra year to your membership. 
Fill out the form on the back page and be a 
dyke with power tools! 


“Many sluts find it possible to combine the 
committed stability of a life partnership with the 
multifarious pleasures of sex and intimacy with 
others.” 

- Dossie Easton & Catherine Liszt in The Ethical 
Slut 
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~ Womonspace 
Winter 
Extravaganza 


Celebrate winter at Fort Edmonton Park. 
Sunday, February 25 - 1 to 4 p.m. 


Sleigh rie trom 1:45 0 2:45, ie skating on 


MUMBY'S 


TREE SERVICES 


During the winter months, 
Mumby’s Tree Services 
offers you more than 
tree care. 


SNOW REMOVAL 
SERVICE 


HOUSE & PET CARE 
SERVICE 
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For more information, 
phone (780) 4697-2595 or 
cell (780) 719-3158. 


(cont. from p. 9) 


the face of arguments and frustrations. 
In the midst of all that is going on in 


their lives, they take the time to support (EG Jorione 
@ 


each other. 

The Sum of Us alternates between Design 
the traditional third person observer 
and strange, funny narrative soliloquies. 
This quirky movie technique allows us 
to glimpse into the minds of the 
characters and pulls us into their lives. GRAGLIE{DESiEs 
And they certainly are characters worth Tee ae ie 
being involved with! Present day ae etie: 
dialogue is interspersed with black and Sine 
white memories from the past, 
particularly of Harry’s mother. Her 
influence on her family extends long 
past her death. We see the powerful 
effect that her love for them and for her bse MA AG) Beso 
lover (Jeff’s Aunt Mary) had on both FAx: (780) 463-0521 
Harry and Jeff’s lives. Her caring and 
devotion set a standard for the men of 
what family and love can be. 

While it has many serious, heartfelt 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 


and bittersweet moments, The Sum of : 

Us is filled with a great deal of light- 40 acres of paradise near Salmon Arm, 
hearted, occasionally ribald humour. B.C., (250) 835-8891, e-mail: 

The acting is terrific with Oscar- mberry@jetstream.net 

nominee Russell Crowe as Jeff and Jack Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
Thompson playing a heartfelt and inexpensive getaways for couples / small 
endearing Harry. Romance — old and groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres 
young, lost and found — is a recurring lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 (local 
theme through the movie, showing us call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 

the many faces of love. A 


+ © Mall Order Catalogue $5 @ Secure On Line Shopping © 
iad ___ © Retail Store Open 7 Days A Week Express Shipping 


44 “i a 
Canada’s largest : eas 
selection of quality 
sexual products for 
women! Yippee!! 


604} 254-2543 Order Toll Free 1-888-WYM-WARE 
804) 284-5472 www.womynsware.com 
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Books for leshians on 
tating and relationships 


After the Breakup by Carole Honeychurch and 
Angela Watrous 

Journey Toward Intimacy: A Handbook for Lesbian 
Couples by Jeanne Shaw and Virginia Erhardt 
Leshian Couples: Creating Healthy Relationships for 
the 90's by D. Merilee Clunis and G. Dorsey Green 
Permanent Partners: Building Gay and Lesbian 
Relationships that Last by Betty Berzon 

The Lesbian $ex Book by Wendy Caster 

Write from the Heart: Lesbians Healing from 
Heartache by Anita L. Pace 


On Intimate Terms: The Psychology of Difference in 
Leshian Relationships by Beverly Burch 


The Lesbian Family Life Cycle by Suzanne Slater 


For Love and for Life: Intimate Portraits of Lesbian 
Couples by Susan E. Johnson 

The Intimacy Dance: A Guide to Long-Term Success in 
Gay and Lesbian Relationships by Betty Berzon 

The Lesbian Couples’ Guide: Finding the Right Woman 
and Creating a Life Together by Judith McDaniel 

The Lesbian Love Companion: How to Survive 


Everything From Heartthrob to Hearthreak by Mary 
Hall W 


The Womyns’ Volleyball League is up 
and running. We play at The Highlands 
Junior High, 11509 - 62 St., on 
Mondays from 7 to 9 p.m. Come out 
with a friend, pay a drop-in fee or pay 


for the year, and play some volleyball. 
Abilities range from novice to 
advanced, however, all warm bodies 
are welcome to attend and have fun. 
Call Pam at 459-9370 or Jenn at 
424-5100 for more information. 
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Y Catering to lesbians and 
community. 

Y Full menu, huge dance 
floor, pool table, darts, 
ping pong, VLTs, ATM. 

¥ Large private patio, 
fundraisers, Holy Union 
parties. 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


PRECINGT 55 


Edmonton’s first Southside 
Lesbian Lounge - Open Now! 
Under New Management 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

My girlfriend snores. Not normal 
cute snoring; we’re talking chain saws, 
and more than one. I love her to pieces, 
but I need sleep! It is starting to wear on 
our relationship, and she really doesn’t 
think it’s a big deal. It’s driving me nuts 
and I really don’t know what to do! 
Signed, Hard Day’s Night 


Dear HDN, 

Dr. Dyke once had a girlfriend who 
flailed in her sleep, causing bruises and 
general grumpiness to said dyke. Suffice 
to say, we are no longer together. 
Actually, that’s a little dramatic. We’re 
not together because I caught her 
kissing some guy in order to make me 
jealous. That’s a different story, but the 
important thing is there are better 
reasons to break up. What have you 
tried to ease the snoring? A gentle shove 
to place the snoring dyke on her side 
often does the trick (I repeat, gentle! At 
3 a.m., groggy anger has a way of 
altering perception!). There are also 
nose strips that can be used to relieve 
the zzzs, cds of gentle waterfalls to mask 
the sound, and then, of course, the 
Cunningham option. Yeah, keep 
reading, it’s not what you’re thinking! 
On Happy Days, Mr. and Mrs. C slept 
in two different beds. Seemed to work 
for them. Get your honey checked out 
by a doctor before you do anything 
drastic. You may even need to sleep in 
another room, but at least you’ll still 
have love. Not all dykes are some 
twisted Norman Rockwell painting that 
never was; you know, the two of you 
snuggling until you both drift off into 
slumber land, with the gently falling 
snow outside, and the purring cats at 
the foot of the bed. And since your 
sweetie is in denial about her snoring, 
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si.¢ Dr. Dyke 


skip down to Radio Shack and pick up a 
recorder! PS. Cute snoring?! 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

I just found out my girlfriend has 
been using hard drugs. I knew she used 
occasionally, but had no idea it was a 
regular thing. The hardest thing is she 
lied to me about it and did it behind my 
back. I am having trouble trusting her 
now. I always think she is high and she 
gets pissed off because I don’t trust her. 
What do you suggest? 

Signed, Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds 


Dear LSD, 

Without trust there is no relationship. 
Although an expert in practically 
everything, Dr. Dyke doesn’t even take 
aspirin. I guess a drug user wouldn’t 
exactly want to tell a date up front 
about hard drug use. But, you know 
everything now, and everyone gets 
lonely and needs love. You just have to 
decide if it’s worth the effort. Watching 
Ally lately? Hard to believe Robert 
Downey Jr. is a coke addict. It sounds 
like you could learn more about the 
effects of drugs and how drugs affect 
relationships, and there are certainly 
groups out there that can help you. A 
good start would be the GLCCE. She’s 
not vegan too, is she?? A 
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Aquaraus: Demonstrate your dyke creativity 
fe this month, water girl, with a 
ey Valentine’s surprise for your lady or 
ad 
yr _y no-brainer; try a hot air balloon ride 
instead to win her over. 
Pisces: It might smell like fish and taste 
_ like chicken, but that doesn’t mean 
=>. you should run away like your 
Be head’s been cut off. Stick this one 
<Y_ out, Neptune. Love can be scary, but 
be a brave soldier in February, and 
March will bring a spring to your 
step. 
Aries: Ram it, bam it, baby! This is finally 
—~~ your month to soar in the sky of . 
SH ~ ylunar lesbian love. Everyone loves a 
_# winner, and you'll be fighting them 
off with a stick, or at least a soft’ 
silky feather. : 
Tawus: Fierce bull, you have balls. And 
you know how to use them. Use this 
COE month for a bit of experimenting on 
cL ithe love front. Visit a sex shop, 
organize a play party, or plan a night 
of lust with your latest lovely. If love 
is a battlefield, you need a good suit 
of armour. Stock up on lube and 
; latex. 
Gemini: You think everyone’s a gem, dear 
& vs 8 twin, and this month they are. Take 
J RUG ww (\ advantage of your good fortune. _ 
WA\ Lady love is staring you right in the 
face; a smile and wink and she’s all 
yours. This could be ‘the one’... 
Cancer: Loyal Cancer, your stamina is 
amazing! You can slave at the office 
all day, come home to make your 
dyke-wife a gourmet meal, then 
entertain the Secrets crowd ’til the 
wee hours. Now is the time to slow 


&! 


those crab legs down and be a home- 


body for a bit. 
Leo: Just like babies and cats, when you’re 


happy, you get fat. This is the month 
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Claire Voyance Preo)cts.... 


your lady-in-waiting. Flowers.are a ~ 


to satisfy those oral cravings. Linger a 
little longer down there and enjoy 
ourself. Less calories, with all the 
te. Then, treat the. object of your , 
' Amazon fantasies to a Valentine’s 
’ meal to die for. One of the ways to a 
woman’s heart is through her 
stomach (can you guess the other 
way?). 
Virgo: Baby virgin girl, you are hot, hot, 
hot in February! Poetry, roses and 
oh champagne don’t hold a candle to 
q 


~ ON 


AY 


\ your sparkling eyes and swinging 
(€_* goddess hips. Lay off the liquid 
laughter, though, or you may end up 
with egg on your face rather than 
kisses on your lips. ; 
Libra: Melissa did it, Ellen did it, Lily did 
, it. Now it’s your turn. Close your 
/ iZ eyes, think of Drew Barrymore (“Just 
= breathe...”), and just do it. Nobody 
will be surprised, and you'll feel a 
. huge weight lifted from that beautiful 
lesbian chest. 
Scorpi0: Ouch! Sly scorpion, you’ve taken 
your motto — float like a butterfly, 
‘ - sting like a bee — too far this time. 
_ Your biting words can’t be taken 
*?3=)=back, and you may lose a close friend 
“SS a5 a result. You can patch things up if 
you learn your lesson: love is gentle, 
love is kind, love doesn’t kick you in 
the behind. 
: Yo, yo, yo, sistah-friend! The 
2¢.}-Queen of Romance, this month those 
@)\/ hipster rose-coloured glasses come in 
7 handy. Write your new sweetie a 
* “funky little love poem and her heart 
will be yours forever. — 
Capricorn: Although your girl might be 
away, that’s no excuse to go out and 
~ *= play. With yourself, maybe, but keep 
V\ . that strap-on in your pants. You’ll be 
paid back ten-fold, lucky lady, and 
this Valentine’s Day will be one to W 
remember. 


= 


~ > 
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Sweetheagrt’s Potluck 


Saturday, February 17, 2001 
6:30 p.m. 
Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 


Sweetheagre’?s Dance 
Saturday, February 17,2001 

§ p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 


Call 482-1794. . 
~ Women only; non-smoking. 


Womons pace mMemboren p Form 


Confidential ¢ @ Assured’) 


Name(s) | | 
Address 3 
City _ | - Postal Code | : 
Phone _ E-mail | | 


12-month membership fee: 

$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) © 

$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) 

Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


| New Member ‘ Renewal _] Associate 
J I would like to be a volunteet 


i H 
i Total Enclosed: 
Please mail my newsletter to my home. | 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events } $ 


